Chapter II
THE ARMISTICES
FRANCE signed two treaties of armistice, one at Rethondes, on
June 22,' 1940, with the Reich., the other at Rome, on June 24,
with Italy; the clauses of essential importance for France are those
contained in the first of these documents.
As the Vichy Government has for a long time repeatedly declared
its intention to respect the clauses of the armistices, but not to go
beyond them, it is not without interest to make a brief analysis of
the obligations they impose on Vichy, and especially those imposed
by the German armistice.
Meanwhile it is proper to call attention at the outset to" the
provisional and temporary character of the armistice conventions
in the minds of the negotiators. This will' to a very great degree
explain the way in which the letter of the terms has been strained
in their practical application.
I. Provisional Character of the Armistices
On the date of the signing of the armistice the whole world was
convinced that the war was to all intents and purposes at an end.
Great Britain would either sign a cpaix blanche,* a peace of stale-
mate, or she would be crushed by force of arms within a few weeks.
No one was ignorant of how weak the British Army was, especially
after the disaster in Belgium, and the slogan c England is an island
no longer' had made great headway. All who like us at that time
responded to General de Gaulle's appeal were persuaded that they
were setting out to save France's honour, but that they were about
to fight for a cause already lost.
The miracle came later. England showed that she was still an
island, and that if she was slow to make up her mind, once her
mind was made up she would not budge a foot. Later the United
States came to place its inexhaustible industrial resources at the
disposal of Great Britain. So that to-day, in spite of momentary
set-backs, the strength of the British Empire appears unshaken.
More than a year has gone by, which has been used to set up over
against the formidable offensive machine of Germany a no less
formidable defensive machine. And in a few months more,
when the United Kingdom has won the Battle of the Atlantic,
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